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How to write better playbooks: a 
“quick” deep dive 
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● Separate connection vars from hostvars 

● Avoid conditionals! 

● Treat role tasks files like ACLs

● Avoid Blocks unless you are using rescues

● Use ansible-lint!

○ Force you to use name field
○ Force you to breakup long blocks of text
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1 Separate connection vars from hostvars 

Vars can be:

1) How do I connect to the network device
e.g. SSH, netconf, yang, httpapi (e.g. nx-api)

2) What do I configure?
e.g. OSPF config, VLANs, ACLs

3) Info about the switch
e.g. software version, operational state, 
hardware status
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1 Separate connection vars from hostvars 

[cisco]
rtr1 ansible_host=18.220.156.59 
rtr2 ansible_host=18.221.53.11 
rtr4 ansible_host=3.16.82.231 
rtr3 ansible_host=13.59.242.237 

[cisco:vars]
ansible_user=andriusb
ansible_network_os=ios
ansible_connection=network_cli

  

 

Group variables apply for all devices in that 
group

Host variables apply to the host 
and override group vars
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2 Avoid conditionals! 
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2 Avoid conditionals! 
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3 Treat role tasks files like ACLs
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4 Avoid Blocks unless you are using rescues
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4 Avoid Blocks unless you are using rescues
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5 Use ansible-lint!
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5a Catching Non-Idempotent Tasks
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5b
Force you to breakup 
long blocks of text
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Q & A



Thank you!


